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for those regalities which are of the higher nature (all being
within the compass of his prerogative and justly to be comprised
under that title), there is not one that belonged to the most
absolute prince in the world which doth not also belong to our
King, except the custom of the nations so differ (as indeed
they do) that one thing be in the one accounted a regality
that in another is none. Only by the custom of this kingdom
he maketh no laws without the consent of the three estates,
though he may quash any law concluded of by them. And
whether his power of making laws be restrained de necessitate
or of a godly and commendable policy, not to be altered without
great peril, I leave to the judgment of wiser men. But I hold
it incontrollable [incontrovertible], that the King of England is
an absolute King. And all learned politicians do range the power
of making laws inter insignia summae et absohttae potestatis.

Subsidy (subsidium) . . . signifying a tax or tribute assessed
by parliament, and granted by the Commons to be levied -of
every subject according to the value of his lands or goods, after
the rate of 45. in the pound for land and 25. 8d. for goods, as it
is most commonly used at this day. Some hold opinion that
this subsidy is granted by the subject to the Prince, in
recompense or consideration, that whereas the Prince of his
absolute power might make laws of himself, he doth of favour
admit the consent of his subjects therein, that all things in
their own confession may be done with the greater indifferency.

CoweWs Interpreter, ed. 1607,

6.  JOHN SELDEK.
Convocation.

We have nothing so nearly expresses the power of a convoca-
tion in respect of a parliament, as a court-leet where they have
a power to make byelaws, as they call them; as that a man
shall put so many cows or sheep in the common; but they can
make nothing that is contrary to the laws of the kingdom.

over and above all otter persons, and out of the ordinary course of the
common law, in right of his regal dignity.' The substitution of the words
'out of for 'above' makes all the difference.